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REPORT. ~ 


Santa Fe, N. M., December 19, 1902. 
To His Excellency, Miguel 4. Otero, Gover nor of New Mexico, 
Santa Fe. 

Sır:—In compliance with your request for a report, in du- 
plicate, of the business transacted by the Commission of Ir- 
rigation during the fiscal year ending November 30, 1902, 
aud for any recommendations the Commission may have to 
make, this Commission has the honor to respectfully submit 
the following: 

By section six, subdivision two, of the Act of Congress of 
June 21, 1898, there was granted to the territory, ‘for the 
` establishmentof permanent water reservoirs for irrigating 
purposes,” five hundred thousand acres of land; and ‘‘for the 
improvement of the Rio Grande in New Mexico, and the in- 
creasing of the surface flow of the water in the bed of said 
river,” one hundred thousand acres of land. The disposal of 
such six hundred thousand acres of land, pursuant to sec- 
tion thirty-four, of chapter sixty-nine, of the session laws of 
the territory of 1901, is under the supervision of the Com- 
mission of Irrigation. 

The business transacted by this Commission for the pe- 
riod above mentioned, and now pending, consists of as fol- 
“lows: 

1. Approval of contract by the Commissioner of Public 
Lands, with Amos R. Burkdoll, of Faywood, N, M., and as- 
signs, for the establishment of permanent water‘ reservoirs 
in the counties of Grantand Luna, whereby it is claimed 
50,000 acres of land, now arid, can be successfully placed 
under irrigation. 

2. Approval of similar contract with Edward Hatton, and 
assigns, of Taos, N. M. whereby it is expected 36,000 acres 
of arid lands in Taos county, can be reclaimed. 

3. Application of the American Valley Water Storage 
Company, by John Owens, of Magdalena, N. M., involving 
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15,000 acres of arid lands. This application is pending, await- 
ing the accomplishment of certain details, before approval of 
contract, as well as the several applications following: 

4. Application of Messrs Ballard & Goodrich, of Roswell, 
N. M., for the reclamation of 45,000 acres of arid land. The 
county is not mentioned in this application. 

5. Application of Mr. U. S. Bateman, pespecune the re- 
clamation of 1,000 acres of arid lands. 

6. Application of the Abo Land Company, rio 
the reclamation of 15,000 acres of arid lands. 

7. L. Wallace Holt, for the reclamation of 50,000 acres of 
arid lands, in Eddy county. 

8. White Mountain Irrigation Company, Mr. W. H. H. 
Llewellyn, attorney, for the reclamation of 15,000 acres. 

The above applications and contracts mentioned, embrace 
227,000 acres of land from the 500,000 acres granted for the 
establishment of permanent water reservoirs. 

Of the one hundred thousand acres of land granted for the 
improvement of the Rio Grande, the following specified ap- 
plications have been made therefor, embracing the entire 
100,000 acreage, viz: 

9. Application of Mr. Joseph M. Cunningham, of Las Ve- 
gas, New Mexico, for right of pasturage on 36,680 acres. 

10. Application of Alejandro Sandoval, Esq., of Bernalillo 
county, for pasture on 25,000 acres. 

11. Application of Mr. ©. L, Ballard, Esq., of Roswell, N. 
M., for right of pasturage on 38,320 acres, being the balance 
of such 100,000 acres. 

12. Application of Mr. Guy Fuller, for lease, for pastur-* 
age purposes, for 25,000 acres. 

13. Application of Mr. W. R. Turk, for lease for cannes 
purposes, of 12,800 acres. 

14. Application of Mr. John S. ee for lease for pas- 
turage purposes, of 25,040 acres. 

15. Application of Mr. Lonny Horn, for lease for right of 
pasturage, of 25,600 acres. - 

16. Application of Mr. Henry L. Newman, Jr., of Las 
Cruces, for right of pasturage, under a lease, of 25,000 acres. 

17. Application of Mr. Francis Divers, for lease for pas- 
turage purposes, of 21,760 acres. 
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18. Application of Mr. W. E. Washington, for lease for 
pasturage purposes, of 53,440 acres. 

19. Application of Mr. T. J. Atkinson, for lease for pas- 
turage purposes, of 50,760 acres. ` 

20, Application of Mr. W. R. MeGill, of Fort Sumner, for 
lease for pasturage purposes, of 48,880 acres. 

21. Application of Mr. R. A. Morris, of Portales, N. M., 
for lease for pasturage purposes, of about 45,000 acres. 

The applications, from 12 to 21 inclusive, above men- 
tioned, contemplate leases for the number of acres therein 
specified, from the remainder of the 500,000 acres granted 
by Congress, as the class of land so granted is not specified 
in the congressional act referred to; and it is expected by 
the applicants for such leases that this commission will ap- 
prove the same, and that the revenue can be used for the 
establishment of permanent water reservoirs as intended by 
the act of congress. The applications, from above numbers 
12 to 21, both inclusive, have not yet been submitted to the 
commission, and it has therefore taken no action upon them. 
They will come before the next meeting of the commission to 
be held on Saturday, December 20, 1902. 

The commission has found itself seriously impeded and 
embarrassed in its duties because the legislature neglected 
to make any appropriation to defray the expenses of the com- 
mission, evidently relying upon the revenue to be derived, 
after the establishment of a permanent reservoir or two un- 
der the territorial act mentioned above, and the sale of the 
reclaimed lands, and forgetting, in order to start the work of 
this commission, suitable and sufficient appropriation should 
be made, in anticipation of such revenue, Section 34 of Chap- 
ter 69, of the session laws of the territory of 1901, (being the 
territorial act referred to), provides, among other things, 
that: “It shall be the duty of said commission to investigate 
and select the most suitable sites for permanent reservoirs 
for irrigation purposes, and for the improvement of the Rio 
Grande, and also to designate tracts of public lands capable 
of irrigation from such reservoirs, as it would, in their judg- 
ment, be advisable to locate and select for the territory under 
said act of congress, in order to secure the benefit of the en- 
hanced value of the lands, resulting from the establishment 
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and construction of such reservoirs, for which purpose said 
commission may “employ all necessary expert assistants; and 
such commission shall notify the commission authorized to 
select such lands, of the location of such reservoir sites and 
public lands available for irrigation thereunder.” 

This duty above noted is imposed by the territorial act, 
but the power to perform it actually at the start, for want of 
a suitable appropriation, was not given, and, thus far, the 
Commission of Irrigation has permitted applicants ‘‘to in- 
vestigate and select the most suitable sites for permanent 
reservoirs for irrigation purposes,” but at the expense of 
the applicants, and, preparatory to contracts being entered 
into, has sent requisitions to the United States Land Com- 
mission (created under the act of Congress above men- 
tioned), to segregate the land from the public domain, also 
at the expense of the applicant, he looking to the territory 
` for reimbursement of such outlays or advances. l 

The Commission is of the opinion there are many suitable 
sites in the territory for the establishment of permanent 
water reservoirs, and did it have the necessary data on hand 
in regard to such sites, as contemplated by the section of 
the territorial act referred to, there would be many appli- 
cants of financial abilitv to take hold and finish speedily such 
reservoirs, to the great advantage of the territory, but, as 16 
is, while applications have been made and are now pending 
as indicated above for more land, by 9,520 acres, than the 
entire 600,000 acres granted, still but very little progress 
has thus far been made by the applicants, including the two 
who have entered into contracts. It certainly is not ex- 
pected that capitalists will “prospect”” for reservoir sites in 
the territory, and therefore until the Commission of Irriga- 
tion has the necessary data of such sites, it is respectfully 
submitted, but little, if any, outside capital will establish 
such reservoirs. 

Inasmuchas your Excellency, in your above acknowledged 
letter, has invited this Commission to make any recom- 
mendations to your Excellency, it may care to have inserted 
in your message to the incoming Legislature, it respectfully 
asks there be inserted in such message a recommendation 
or request that at least ten thousand dollars be speedily 
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appropriated for the uses of the Commission of Irrigation to 
enable it to begin to perform its duties as required by law. 
As your Excellency is aware, the Congress of the United 
States has recently enacted a law for the establishment of 
permanent water reservoirs in the several states and terri- 
tories, and has made a large appropriation therefor; and, it 
is respectfully submitted, if. this Commission is enabled by 
the appropriation suggested above to “investigate and select 
the most suitable sites”” in this territory for the establish- ° 
ment such of reservoirs therein, the territory can reasonably 
hope to have the government establish such reservoirs 
within our borders, and show to the enemies of our territory 
that it is not.a “howling wilderness” and ‘consisting of - 
mostly unreclaimable arid land and jack rabbits.” In this 
connection, the attention of your Excellency is called to the 
fact that Mr. F. H. Newell, chief engineer, of the United 
States Geological Survey, wrote to this commission, by. 
letter of October 14, 1902, calling-for a ‘‘copy of the acts 
creating and defining the Commission of Irrigation and an 
abstract of the operations of the Commission, names of mem- 
bers, list of lands selected, etc., such as will give a compre- 
hensive idea of the purpose and scope”’ of such Commission; 
and later, after this informationhad been promptly forwarded 
to Mr. Newell, there was called for the forms of application 
and contract required by this Commission, which were also 
promptly forwarded and duly acknowledged with thanks. 
Respectfully submitted, 
THE COMMISSION OF IRRIGATION. 
By G. A. RICHARDSON, President. 
Geo. W. KNAEBEL, Secretary. 


